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International Catholic Migration Commission

Dedicated to migration & refugee service

37‑39 rue de Vermont, P.O. Box 96, CH‑1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland

Tel. 41 22 / 919 10 20   Fax 41 22 / 919 10 48  secretariat.ch@icmc.net



ICMC SEEKS NEW SECRETARY GENERAL
The International Catholic Migration Commission is seeking a new Secretary General based in Geneva, Switzerland.  The Search Committee is seeking a dynamic individual who can provide leadership and guidance to a diverse staff based in Geneva and in country programs worldwide.  A global Council of persons nominated by Catholic Episcopal Conferences provides overall direction for the Secretary General and the Secretariat. The Secretary General is guided on a regular basis by the President and an elected Governing Committee. 

About ICMC

The International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC), based in Geneva, Switzerland, with a worldwide membership, works with refugees, internally displaced people and migrants, and gives priority to the most vulnerable and marginalized among these groups. ICMC responds to immediate needs and, at the same time, works for more durable solutions. These include: 

· return to and re-integration in home countries; 

· local integration in places to which uprooted people have fled; 

· resettlement in a third country. 

Through its work, ICMC saves lives, allows uprooted people who have lost everything to rebuild their lives, empowers people to reclaim their dignity, reunites families after years of separation, and gives individuals and families hope and support. 

Training of grassroots workers in migration and international  advocacy for the promotion and protection of the rights of refugees, migrants and internally-displaced persons are two of ICMC's core mandated activities. 

Mission and History

The mission of ICMC is to serve the needs of uprooted people: refugees, internally displaced persons and forced migrants, regardless of creed, nationality or ethnic origin. Jesus Christ told his followers to "welcome the stranger" (Matthew, chapter 25). The work of ICMC is inspired and guided by this Gospel imperative as well as by international human rights, refugee and humanitarian norms and standards. 

. 

How ICMC began

The foundation of ICMC followed the end of the Second World War and the great displacement of peoples, particularly in Europe, caused by that international conflict. By 1949, an estimated 1.2 million Europeans had been forced more were forced to flee their homes. 

The Catholic Church worked among these displaced people in various ways and places but, by 1951, it was clear to a group of lay Catholic people and the Holy See in Rome that a more systematic effort was needed on the part of Catholic organizations to respond to the needs of forced migrants. 

In 1951, German, Italian, and American laity and clergy, as well as Secretary of State, Archbishop Montini (the future Pope Paul VI), and Cardinal Joseph Frings of Germany, initiated the creation of the International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC). 

ICMC today

Today, people are moving as a result of fear and injustice on an unprecedented scale. One of the main characteristics of migration nowadays is growing reluctance by governments to honor their international commitment to protect refugees and the lack of legal avenues for migration, which pushes desperate people into the hands of ruthless traffickers.

Terrifyingly, during the last decade the world witnessed further crimes against humanity in places like Rwanda, and the countries of the former Yugoslavia (Bosnia, Croatia and Serbia). The chilling phrase "ethnic cleansing" has entered our vocabulary and we have witnessed its deadly effects, including the flight of millions from their homelands. 

Further, it is clear that for many people the decision to migrate is less than voluntary, as they find themselves in situations where they cannot properly clothe, feed, shelter, and educate their families in the places where they are. These families, in order to find some kind of economic security, move within their own country from rural to urban areas, and/or seek work in another country. . Such migrants need special protection programs and attention as they are subject to human trafficking (or have to resort to the services of smugglers), unjust labor practices, and unequal treatment before the law. 

ICMC continues to fulfil its mission to serve uprooted people in today's world, and has developed new services and strategies in response to new situations.  Details of ICMC’s approaches and programs can be found on its web site:  www.icmc.net
Profile of Candidates

· At least ten years of senior management experience in an international, or major national NGO. 

· Experience in working with refugees, migrants and the internally displaced, including some field experience.

· Ability to communicate effectively with organisations within the ICMC network; Church, National and Regional Government and UN organisations.

· Hands on experience in program development with Government, UN and Private funding institutions as well as a proven ability to garner private contributions.  

· Knowledge of, and involvement in the Catholic Church, its teachings and its activities-especially in the social action field. The candidate should be in good standing with the Catholic Church.

· Capacity to manage and guide a staff located in Geneva and in several countries. Ability to work in a multi-cultural environment. 

· Experience in and knowledge of advocacy and adult education (training) helpful. 

· Capacity to develop and implement policies and programs at an international level. 

· Proven effective stewardship of donor resources. 

· Ability to travel extensively. 

· Post graduate degree in related field desirable. 

· Fluency in English and preferably French, Spanish also a desired language. 

Applications should be made before June 10th and should be addressed marked “Confidential” to: 

Professor Stefano Zamagni/President, ICMC, 37-39 Rue de Vermont, PO Box 96, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland  

E-mail applications are welcome at:  secretariat.ch@icmc.net or by fax at      41-22 9191048.  

Phone enquiries can be made to Professor Stefano Zamagni at 39 – 051 209 8132 (work), 39 051 254395 (home) or William Canny at 41-22 9191020 (work) or 41-792780630 (mobile). 







