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The Caritas Confederation Continues Efforts on Behalf of North Koreans

4 February 2004, Vatican City - The continued humanitarian crisis in North Korea, also known as the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), has resulted in a situation of severe food shortages, widespread malnutrition and poor health and sanitation services. For the last nine years the Caritas Confederation has developed a programme aimed at alleviating the many hardships of the North Koreans. Since 1995, humanitarian aid valued at over $27 million has been provided to North Koreans from Caritas’ annual Special Operations Appeals (SOA). 

The immediate future will present a new challenge to relief efforts in the DPKR: over the next two to four months, North Korean beneficiaries- largely children in nurseries, kindergarten and primary school- will be deprived of cereal rations due to the lack of pledges of aid from the international donor community. By September, there will be 3.8 million beneficiaries affected by the distribution cuts. 

The object of Caritas’ programme is both short-term and long-term; It aims to save lives and reduce suffering as well as improve the overall nutritional standards, local health services, agricultural production and diversification, and to enhance local capacity. 

Caritas has worked in the east coast provinces of Kangwon, South Hamgyong, and North Hamgyong, as well as the north-eastern province of Ryanggang. Nurseries, kindergarten children and those in residential care receive food aid in those areas. Caritas’ health projects provide basic medical equipment and crucial maternity kits. In agriculture, Caritas has provided individual farmers with basic supplies such as fertilizer, pesticide, plastic sheeting and safety equipment. 

Caritas has also promoted fish farming, study tours, scholarships, and has given gifts of clothes, toys and school materials.

In December 2003, a Caritas delegation traveled to North Korea (DPRK) to witness the Caritas operations on the ground and to visit with several beneficiaries. The representatives from four member organisations were able to see the progress and the constraints of programmes in health, agriculture, food aid, childcare, and the impact of economic reforms initiated in 2002. The representatives concluded that while significant relief has been provided, much more needs to be done in the areas of development and peace and reconciliation programmes as North Korea (DPRK) goes through a transitional period in its history. 

Caritas Internationalis is a confederation of 162 Catholic relief, development, and social service organisations present in over 200 countries and territories. 
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